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WILPF HOLDS 42nd ANNUAL MEETING 


‘Non-Violent Paths to Peace’, 
Theme of 4-Day Conference 


VER 75 delegates from 17 States 
assembled June 9 at the DiLido 
Hotel on the beachfront at Miami Beach 
for the U. S. Section’s 42nd Annual 
Meeting. Many speakers at conferences, 
delegates’ sessions and public meetings 
discussed non-violence as a way of life, 
the building of peaceful attitudes among 
children, legislative work in Washington 
by the League, and the new role of the 
UN in the present world crisis. 

A surprise speaker at the legislative 
conference was former Senator Harry 
P. Cain, who told of his experiences at 
the Arthur Miller trial. He was called 
by the defense as an expert witness on 
subversive activities. Both he and Mr. 
Richard Ahrens, the government’s expert 
witness. were asked to interpret Com- 
munist discipline. 

“Communist discipline”, Mr. Cain 
maintained. “is established by determin- 
ing how the individual lives, acts, writes 
and speaks, rather than by his associa- 
tions.” In this he opposed Mr. Ahrens’ 
interpretation which established Com- 
munist discipline “by the actual contacts 
which a given individual has with per- 
sons who have been identified as func- 
tionaries of the Communist party.” 

Mr. Cain told the delegates that the 
Supreme Court eventually would have 
to choose between the two interpreta- 
tions. “If the Supreme Court accepts 
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the concept of guilt by association as 
advanced by Mr. Ahrens,” declared the 
former Senator, now residing in Florida, 
“we have taken a long step towards 
totalitarianism and the destruction of 
the freedom of the individual.” 

The Miami public libraries were pre- 
sented with a set of Jane Addams Chil- 
dren’s Award books during a dramatic 
skit prepared by Miami youngsters. As 
part of the discussion of the development 
of peaceful attitudes among children, 
there was also an exhibit of Art fur 
World Friendship paintings. 

Gladys D. Walser, retiring interna- 


IN FLORIDA 


tional representative to the UN for the 
League, spoke to an overflow crowd at 
the final public meeting when she re- 
viewed the changing role of the United 
Nations from a reflector of separate 
national and sometimes opposition 
groups, to an arbiter and leader in a 
world congregation of nations. 

The League called for the cessation of 
H-bomb tests “as a first step toward 
international control of- nuclear weap- 
ons”, in a resoluion sent to the Presi- 
dent and to, Mr. Lodge and Mr. Stassen. 
Other resolutions passed at the Annual 
Meeting appear on page 4 of this issue. 


Message from Orlie Pell, New National President of WILPF 


It is a privilege to be asked to carry 
responsibility in the WILPF—an or- 
ganization that is alive and forward 
looking, and has a basic integrity that 
has sustained it throughout the years. 

It is especially exciting at a time when 
the tide of world opinion seems to be 
coming closer to the WILPF point of 
view. We see a growing public aware- 
ness of the futility of war as an instru- 
ment of national policy or even national 
survival, a gleam of hope for at least 
a first step in disarmament, and a dawn- 
ing acceptance of negotiation as a 
method of averting war. At the same 
time we see a world-wide yearning for 
the freedom and dignity of individuals 
—for the social justice which is essential 
as the basis for a durable peace. 


NON-VIOLENCE AND WILPF'S FUNDAMENTAL PHILOSOPHY 


Dorothy Hutchinson, new chairman 
of the Policy Committee, opened the 
panel discussion on non-violence. 

“From the beginning”, she said, “the 
WILPF principles have consistently 
stated that. while we are a social action 
group. we believe our goals can be 
achieved only by non-violent methods. 
This dedication to non-violence differ- 
entiates us sharply from all groups who 
use or countenance violent methods for 
achieving even the noblest of declared 
goals. 

“Our educational efforts are all di- 
rected toward persuading our govern- 
ment and our fellow citizens to the non- 
violent solutions of domestic and inter- 
national problems. policies to reduce 


tensions. economic development, world 
disarmament, and the elimination of 
war. 

“Whereas some organizations equally 
dedicated to non-violence emphasize 
only the ultimate goal. the WILPF has 
always emphasized the taking of even 
small next steps — steps not requiring 
radical changes in human nature, but 
only a little more good will and a little 
more intelligence than is being shown 
in current public policies. The WILPF, 
therefore, seems to have a challenging 
mission at this moment to offer help to 
seekers (both in government and outside 
it) who see the suicidal futility of vio- 
lence and yet are not prepared for com- 
plete Christ-like non-violence.” 


The WILPF, as it moves into the 
period ahead, must gird itself for 
action; must. so to speak, “pull itself 
together.” We are composed of many 
branches—widely scattered, large and 
small: we have many committees with 
varied functions. Yet we are animated 
by common ideals, and with intelligence. 
skill, and imagination we can coordinate 
our interrelated parts and move forward 
with unity of spirit. May this be our 
resolve for the year ahead. 


Dr. Pell, formerly an associate professor ov} 
Philosophy at Hollins College. served as a 
member of the College’s Board of Trustees 
until 1955. She has also been on the Nationul 
Board of the Young Women’s Christian Asso- 
ciation, elected to the Board of Directors of 
the American Labor Education Service and 
this past year has been accredited observer to 
the United Nations for the United States 
Section of the League. 
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Position of U.S. Section 
On UN Police Force 


The Suez crisis and the ensuing develop- 
ments were responsible for bringing into 
being in specific form an idea, long debated 
and discussed in the WILPF as well as else- 
where. The establishment and functioning of 
the UN Emergency Force precipitated further 
discussion not only throughout the U. S. 
Section but throughout various Sections of 
our League. 

Four Lights, the Policy Committee, and 
the Literature Committee have cooperated in 
making material for study of the question 
available to Branches. On the basis of Branch 
consideration and further discussion held at 
the Annual Meeting, the WILPF, U. S. Sec- 
tion, has undertaken to state its position on 
a UN Police Force. This statement will be 
considered along with those from other Sec- 
tions at the meeting of the International 
Executive Committee in Geneva in September. 

While it was expected that a definitive 
statement on the United Nations Police Force 
would be adopted at the Annual Meeting, 
it seemed wise to hold final adoption of such 
a statement until the Fall Board Meeting when 
the deliberations of other Sections and the 
International Executive will be available. 


Fmily Parker Simon 
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The Women’s International League for 
Peace and Freedom, U. S. Section, supports 
the establishment of a United Nations Police 
Force, permanent in the sense that contin- 
gents are ready at all times to serve the 
United Nations. 


PERSONNEL 


Contingents should be recruited from the 
non-Security Council nations, preferably on 
a volunteer basis (conscientious objectors to 
military service should be welcomed). Thes 
should have the status of international civil 
servants, responsible only to the United Na- 
tions budget. 


TRAINING AND SERVICE 


Contingents should be trained for observa- 
tion and patrol and in non-violent techniques 
for making and keeping peace in hostile situa- 
tions. They should be ready to move promptly 
into tension areas, to secure cessation of fight- 
ing, withdrawal of military forces, and to 
serve as a buffer between belligerents. They 
should never themselves be a belligerent nor 
srve as an occupying army. 


AUTHORITY 


The authority of a United Nations Force 
must be based on the moral force of world 
opinion, not on military power. The League 
believes that the authority will be greater 
if the Force is unarmed and the emphasis on 
the non-military, constructive and moral func- 
tions of the Force is given priority. 


GOALS 


Just as the United Nations Emergency Force 
was an effective forward step, so the above 
recommendations may be regarded as_ the 
hest possible proposal within the present world 
framework. While not needing to wait for it, 
an effective United Nations Police Force 
poth implies and requires a world disarmed 
operating within the framework of law. 


Scene from the Jane Adams Book 
Award skit, during which a set of Award 
books was presented io Mrs. May H. 
Edmonds, representing Miami's Public 
Libraries. Seated: Bernard Zoloth, Mrs. 
Edmonds, Coordinator of work with 
children and young people in the Miami 


Lotterman. 


Public 


Wendy 
Standing: Janet Ives, Norma Ives as 
Jane Addams, Peggy Ann Wallace as 
Professor Ely, Mrs. Bernice Ullrich, 
President of the Miami Branch, WILPF. 
Mrs. Esther Brezo produced and di- 
rected the presentation. 


Library, 


BUILDING PEACEFUL ATTITUDES IN THE HOME 


There were three members of the 
panel on Peaceful Attitudes, chosen to 
represent three different approaches to 
the question, with Orlie Pell as Moder- 
ator. 

The first panelist. Mr. Willard R. 
Schlessinger, a 6th grade teacher. sug- 
gested that children’s thoughts could be 
channeled by influencing their vocabu- 
lary. For example, when a child uses the 
term “nigger” instead of “Negro” the 
teacher can point this out as an unde- 
sirable term which indicates an unde- 
sirable attitude toward the colored 
people. It can be pointed out that we 
should respect all races and give them 
the dignity of a respectful epithet. 

Mrs. Rossame Nyberg of India, teach- 
er in a Fine Arts Conservatory, spoke of 
the effective use of arts in bringing to 
children the true feeling of kinship with 
all races and people through learning of 
the cultures of other lands. Art is a 
universal medium of friendship. ex- 
pressing the yearning of all mankind. 

Mrs. Barbara Schleyer of Princeton, 
N. J., mother of two daughters under 
three years, presented the problems of 
young mothers in dealing with quarrel- 
some children. What can parents do to 
reduce hostility in children? What is 
the basic cause? Is the pace and tension 
of the times a factor? It was generally 
agreed in the discussion that followed 
that unsettled times greatly enhance the 
tensions in a family unit. It was also 
felt that parents often entertain children 
too much, tend to over-stimulate them. 
Children should be permitted to develop 


It was enthusiastically recommended 
by the delegates that the monthly Branch 
Packets be continued. There will be a 
packet in early Fall on nuclear tests, 
with helpful material for local action. 
It was felt that coordination of the 
efforts of the Branches is most important 
and every organized Branch should try 
to get newspapers, radio, etc. to have pro 
and con discussion on nuclear tests. 


at their own pace, treated to a little 
“wholesome neglect”. 

World-mindedness seems to be the 
basic ingredient in developing peaceful 
attitudes in the home. World-mindedness 
is a knowledge of the geography and 
history of various countries; but even 
more, it is a oneness of feeling: caring: 
good-will. It was felt important to un- 
derstand that good-will cannot be im- 
posed from without, but must come 
from within the child—instilled by the 
example of parents, teachers, and those 
who have children under their care. 
Various projects in home, school, and 
community, can then bring a full. gen- 
uine implementation of the sincere 
“caring”. 

Susie Matson, a teen-ager, described 
the interchange of foreign students in 
her school. The students financed the 
exchange by community projects, thus 
educating the whole community in 
world-mindedness. 

Jean S. Harper 


An indication of the degree of interest 
felt by the delegates was the recom- 
mendation to the Education Division to 
consider ways — possibly through a 
Committee on Peace Education — of 
working with children, 1) to promote 
education on world-mindedness and 
peace; 2) to find an approach to the 
job of creating peaceful attitudes in 
parents and children; 3) to support 
organizations of parents and teachers in 
doing community work in this field. 


Our membership and fiscal year will 
henceforth run concurrently, from Oc- 
tober 1 to September 30. All amend- 
ments to the constitution were accepted. 


* * * 


Emily Simon and Adelaide Baker will 
be delegates and Doris Shamleffer, con- 
sultant, at the International Executive 
meeting in Geneva this summer. 
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CHANGING ROLE OF UN 


Gladys Walser Addresses 
Public Meeting in Miami 


Excerpts from her address: 


To those of us who have watched close- 
ly and worked within the UN, a gradual 
but unmistakable change has come about 
in the character of the organization. 
The UN has acquired a powerful inter- 
national personality of its own. It is 
bigger than the sum of its parts. There 
is . . . a UN ideology which is very 
much alive for everyone working in 
and for the organization—and, I might 
add, very much alive for the man in 


the street. 
eee 


Neutralism . . . can only be envisaged 
in the present world context as a posi- 
tive. long-term reaction to the cold war, 
and as one that is spreading to varied 
fields of international affairs as one of 
the most dynamic forces of our era. 
Whether the Western powers are willing 
to accept it for what it is or not, neu- 
tralism will obviously play an increas- 
ingly important role from now on at the 


UN. 


The peace talks on the Middle East 
are much more significant than appears 
on the surface. They are the testing 
ground for new ways of organizing sta- 
bility in today’s world. They are a 
search for an alternative to big-power 
domination by force, a search for an 
alternative to nuclear war . . . The pre- 
cipitating event in thinking came with 
the Hungarian uprising last November 
which showed that while nuclear weap- 
ons produce a nuclear stalemate they 
are useless as an instrument of political 
policy. 

eee 

Our greatest concern’should center on 
preventing nuclear war . . . In the last 
analysis, the mastery of weapons actually 
depends on men mastering themselves. 
This cannot be a one-sided operation, 
but someone has to pioneer. The over- 
whelming desire among people 
especially those who have experienced 
war close to—is in itself a tremendous, 
in fact the only valid deterrent to war. 

. Already one can see the power of 
mobilization of public opinion in respect 
to nuclear test explosions, the debate on 
which has captured the headlines for the 
past few weeks. 

ee e@ 


No greater fallacy exists than that the 
individual is helpless. He exercises his 
power without being aware of it. . . The 
question for him is not whether he pos- 
sesses any power but how to use the 
power he has. He will receive informa- 
tion if he demands it. He can think, 
talk. write, associate. He can make his 
opinions known. 


An invitation from the Wisconsin- 
Chicago Branches to hold next 
year’s meeting in Wisconsin, in the 
general vicinity of Madison, was ac- 
cepted with pleasure. A majority 
of members voted that the time 
of the annual meeting be mid-June, 
after colleges close. The recom- 
mendation of the Legislative Com- 
mittee that annual meetings be held 
in Washington, D. C. every third 
year was favorably received. 


RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED AT THE WILPF ANNUAL 
MEETING, MIAMI BEACH, JUNE 9+th- 13th 


CIVIL RIGHTS BILL 


TO: Senators Lyndon B. Johnson, William 
F. Knowland, James O. Eastland, and Rep. 
Emanuel Celler. 

The Women’s International League for 
Peace and Freedom, United States Section, 
at Annual Meeting held June 9-13, 1957, at 
Miami Beach, Florida, endorses the Adminis- 
tration’s four-point Civil Rights program, as 
a step toward the protection of civil rights 
which are denied to many of our citizens par- 
ticularly in the Southern States. We deplore 
the dilatory and artful tactics of some mem- 
bers of Congress, designed to delay passage 
of this legislation or to vitiate its efficacy. 
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Twelve years ago this August, 230,000 
lives were lost in Hiroshima and 90,000 
in Nagasaki. 


We believe that the amendments calling for 
jury trials in injunctive and contempt pro- 
ceedings are not necessary to preserve the 
right to trial by jury, but will instead make 
possible continued violations of civil rights, 
with impunity to the wrongdoers. Since right- 
to-work amendments form no part of a fair 
civil rights program, we urge that they not be 
considered a part of the proposed legislation. 


INTERNAL SECURITY 
TO: The President and Attorney General 


The WILPF has viewed with deep concern 
the encroachments upon the freedom of speech 
and of association and the limitations upon 
individual liberties which have inevitably re- 
sulted from the loyalty and security programs 
of the Federal government. We welcome the 
recognition by Congress that revision of the 
present security program i- necessary, and 
trust that the Commission now studying th 
problem will speedily recommend the be 
changes needed to restore a proper balance. 
between liberty and security. Immediately 
upon the filing of the Commission’s report 
we urge that action be taken to limit the 
security program to sensitive government po- 
sitions, to grant procedural due process to 
government employees against whom charges 
have been made, including the right to con- 
front their accusers, and to eliminate such 
other obvious injustices as the denial of the 
right of appeal and the repeated reconsidera- 
tion of charges on which the employee has 
previously been cleared. 


IMMIGRATION 
TO: The Secretary of State, Rep. Francis 
E. Walter; Copy to Pearl S. Buck 


The WILPF reaffirms its support of the 
thorough-going revision of the Immigration 
and Nationality Act. Such revision should 
include, as does the Celler bill, revision of 
the quota system to provide for eligibility 
without regard to national origin, race, color 
or creed. Pending such basic revision, we 
support HR 7904 and S. 2222, under which 
the families of aliens admitted to this country 
under the provisions of the Refugee Relief 
Act of 1953 may be reunited, and provision 
is made for special non-quota immigrant visas 
for .escapee-refugees. We urge also the en- 
actment of S. 866, providing for the entry of 
10,000 orphans to adoptive homes in the U. 8. 
Note: This resolution has had an addition 
approved to include the parolees from Hungary 
—pending a check on recent legislation. 


FORMOSA (TAIWAN), KOREA, 
SOUTHEAST ASIA 
TO: The President and the Secretary of State 


The WILPF, convinced that the rioting and 
other signs of unrest in Formosa are an ex- 
pression of the long-held desire to be free 
of both Nationalist Chinese and U. S. over- 
lordship, strongly urges that our government, 
in its negotiations with the People’s Republic 
of China now being carried on in Geneva, 
propose the following steps: 

1. Renunciation of the use of force by the 
U. S. and the People’s Republic of China in 
S.E. Asia, Korea and Formosa; 

2. Request for a World Court opinion on 
the status of the unimplemented Cairo Declara- 
tion which pronounced Formosa a part of the 
mainland of China; 

3. Removal of the chief irritants to peace- 
ful settlement which include (a) choice of 
asylum for Gen. Chiang Kai-Shek and _ his 
Nationalist supporters; (b) withdrawal of all 
American personnel and materiel from the 
area, including the Seventh Fleet from the 
Straits of Formosa; (c) release of all Ameri- 
cans now held in China; and 

4. The establishment of a temporary UN 
Trusteeship for Formosa until a UN-conducted 
plebiscite can be held to enable the people 
of Formosa freely to determine their own poli- 
tical future. 


MIDDLE EAST 
TO: The President, Secretary of State and 
the Hon. Henry Cabot Lodge, Jr. 


The WILPF vigorously supports the strong 
stand of the UN against armed agression in 
the Middle East, and welcomes the courage 
and resourcefulness demonstrated by the 
creation of the UNEF, the immediate steps 
taken to clear the Suez Canal, and the con- 
tinuing painstaking negotiations to resolve 
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Delegates to Annual Meeting Pe 


RESOLUTIONS—{cont'd) 


the basic disputes in that area. We commend 
the U. S. delegation to the UN for its strong 
support of these encouraging developments. 

We deeply regret that these favorable 
aspects of American Middle East policy have 
been partially nullified by the Eisenhower 
Doctrine and U. S. military adherence to the 
Baghdad Pact. The U. S. insistence on un- 
welcome military assistance to reluctant Arab 
countries should be replaced by offers of 
generous financial and technical assistance 
to an economic development plan for the area, 
under UN auspices. Recognizing that a solu- 
tion to the problem of the Arab refugees and 
acceptance by the Arab States of the perma- 
nent existence of the State of Israel are basic 
to peace in the Middle East, we urge the U. S. 
delegation to the UN to exert its fullest efforts 
to bring about direct negotiations between 
Israel and the Arab States. . . 


ARAB REFUGEES 
TO: The Secretary of State and the Hon. 
Henry Cabot Lodge, Jr. 


The WILPF urges the U. S. Government to 
take steps, through the UN, to assist in creat- 
ing an economic development plan in the 
Middle East under which the Arab refugees 
could be permanently resettled in presently 
undeveloped areas and given employment on 
socially useful projects such as flood control 
and land reclamation. We suggest (1) that 
the U. S. be prepared to render generous fi- 
nancial and technical assistance to such a 
development plan; (2) that the long-standing 
offer of the State of Israel to make financial 
compensation for Arab lands in Israel be 
accepted for the purposes of such develop- 
ment; and (3) that the possibilities be ex- 
plored of utilizing a portion of the tremendous 
oil royalties for the purpose of stabilizing 
economic conditions. 


ALGERIA 
TO: The Hon. Henry Cabot Lodge, Jr.; 
copy to The President and Sen. Theodore 
Francis Green 

The WILPF reminds the government of 
Ambassador Lodge’s statements in the Po- 
litical Committee of the UN General Assembly, 


Feb. 6, 1957, that the U. S. finds “funda- 


mental”, first, that violence and bloodshed in 
Algeria cease, and secondly, that the Algerian 
people freely elect representatives to work with 
the French government to achieve a permanent 
settlement. 


We are in hearty accord with these de- 
clared goals, in the order stated, but note 
that little progress has been made towards 
their achievement. We therefore urge our 
yovernment to press, with all means available 
to it, for a cease-fire in Algeria, and for a 
general election under the UN of representa- 
tives to negotiate with the French Govern- 
ment the terms of peace in Algeria. 
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In addition to those printed here, resolutions 
were passed reaffirming our stand against 
CAPITAL PUNISHMENT, re-stating our op- 
position to WIRETAPPING, supporting the 
membership of the U. S. in the INTERNA- 
TIONAL ATOMIC ENERGY AGENCY, ex- 
pressing approval of U. S. support of the UN 
during the MIDDLE EAST CRISIS. Other 
resolutions urged the cessation of NUCLEAR 
WEAPONS TESTS, the extension of areas 
covered by the proposed AERIAL INSPEC- 
TION, encouraged our government to con- 
tinue seeking initial steps toward DISARM A- 
MENT, and opposed any limitations on the 
right to travel such as the questions on PASS. 
PORT applications. The complete texts may 
be ordered from the National Literature Dept. 


NEW ACTION PLANNED AGAINST 
BOMB TESTS 


By Mildred Olmsted 


The work against the continuation of 
nuclear weapons tests is continuing. We 
hope to have three representatives from 
the U.S. Section of WILPF at the World 
Conference in Tokyo, August 6-16. In 
this country we shall send a delegation 
consisting of our National President, 
Orlie Pell: our National Vice-President. 
Bertha McNeill: Marii Hasegawa. presi- 
dent of the New Jersey Branch: Dorothy 
Hutchinson. Chairman of the Policy 


Committee; Gladys Walser and possibly 
others, to call on the Japanese Embassy 
in Washington. 

We hope that all our branches and 
individual members will commemorate 
Hiroshima Day, August 6, in some way 
—through distribution of literature (see 
our new flyer); letters to newspapers; 
meetings, etc. If you put an advertise- 
ment in the local newspaper, it can be 
based on our statement in the June 
Four Lights, or take the form of an open 
letter to the President. Be sure to leave 
a place which readers can tear out and 
mail to the WILPF National Office with 
contributions for continuing the work 
and requests for more information about 
the WILPF and how to work against 
further tests. 

A Committee on Non-Violent Action 
Against Nuclear Weapons (A First Step 
to Disarmament) has been set up and 
is calling volunteers to picket atomic 
installations and to initiate a campaign 
of civil disobedience in the U. S. They 
have set up a direct action project and 
conference in Las Vegas beginning Au- 
gust 3 at 10 A.M. and continuing 
through August 9, 1957. This will be 
used to prepare pacifist action teams for 
work both at the Nevada test site and in 
other communities. If you are interested, 
write in for a detailed program. 

Two of our National Board members, 
Agnes Morley and Josephine Pomerance, 
flew to London on July 9 to gather first- 
hand information on developments at 
the Disarmament Commission meetings 
and will advise where our Committee 
on World Development and World Dis- 
armament can do its most effective edu- 
cational work. 


Russian Tour, Summer 1958 


A tour of the Soviet Union for the 
summer of 1958 which should be of 
particular interest to WILPF members 
is now being planned by Mrs. Derk 
Bodde, a Pennsylvania Branch member. 
Mrs. Bodde was born and educated in 
Russia and thus is exceptionally well 
qualified to make contacts with Russians 
more meaningful to the participants. 


This tour is planned in cooperation 
with the Rev. W. M. Hammond of the 
Baptist Pacifist Fellowship. and Dr. 
Kirby Page, well-known religious leader. 
The former has organized several tours 
to Russia in recent years, during which 
he has developed valuable contacts which 
should add considerably to the regular 
sightseeing program arranged by the 
Soviet Intourist agency. Both he and 
Dr. Page will act as co-leaders with Mrs. 
Bodde next year. The tour will be oper- 
ated by “Horizons Unlimited,” a travel 
agency which offers tours at less than 
the usual commercial rates. 

Every effort will be made to meet 
women’s groups in Russia, and, in gen- 
eral, to increase mutual understanding 
and friendship between Americans and 
Russians. 

Specific details as to time, length and 
cost will appear in an early fall issue of 
Four Lights. Meanwhile interested per- 
sons should write to Mrs. Derk Bodde, 
29 W. Phil-Ellena St., Philadelphia 19, 
Pa., or care of the National Office at 
2006 Walnut Street. It is hoped that 
many members will be interested in the 
tour, since a large number of partici- 
pants will make it possible to receive 
the most advantageous travel rates from 
Intourist. 


To Hannah Clothier Hull, our Honorary 
National President, greetings on her 
85th birthday and grateful appreciation 
jor her many years of service to the 


WILPF. 


IN THE LAND OF THE GRASS- 
HOPPER SONG: by Mary Ellicott 
Arnold and Mabel Reed. Vantage Press, 
N. Y. $4.25. This is the true story of 
life and worksamong Indians in a wild, 
remote area of nerthern California, 
“with everything put down just as it 
happened” in the more than two years 
covering 1908-1909 which the authors 
spent as field matrons for the U. S. 
Indian Service. They kept separate 
journals, now combined and _ re-edited 
into a story of value to students of past 
and present Indian problems, but told 
with such zest and gaiety that it reads 
like dramatic fiction. The title comes 
from a song sung for them by one of 
their good friends among the Karok 
Indians — a band of about 700 who 
had seen enough white men during 
the gold rush in 1852 to adopt white 
dress, except on ceremonial occasions, 
but were in 1908 little affected by 
white customs. They were still “bow 
and arrow Indians” with little knowl- 
edge of textiles or pottery. 

Mary Arnold and Mabel Reed brought 
to their adventure an initiative and 
sympathetic understanding of people 
which made them welcome in the Indian 
homes. ceremonies, etc. The writers 
found many good qualities among their 
new friends, notably a code of manners 
much higher than that of the pioneer 
whites of that day. The many adults 
who came to the school the authors 
started revealed a capacity to learn, and 
self discipline, often to a superior de- 
gree. The book has value to the eth- 
nologist for details as to the tribes; for 
the general reader it is a warm, human 
document and most entertaining. 


Edith Reeves Solenberger 


Mary Ellicott Arnold is known to many 
WILPF members for her herioc and successful 
efforts to balance the budget of the Penna. 
Branch, which she served as State Treasurer, 
and as Comptroller for the National. 
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